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to expect from the illumination. For a day or two, I have had
something to report to him about his cousin, which for various
reasons I have hitherto postponed. It will give his thoughts
another turn, and that none of the pleasantest."

Business hindered the Count from being present when the play
"began; the Baroness amused him after his arrival; Jarno's help
was not required. For, as the Count had abundance of employ-
ment in pointing out improvements, rectifying and arranging the
detached parts, he entirely forgot the purport of the whole; and
as at last Madam Melina advanced and spoke according to his
heart, and the transparency did well, he seemed completely satis-
fied. It was not till the whole was finished, and his guests were
sitting down to cards, that the difference appeared to strike him,
and he began to think whether after all this piece was actually of
his invention. At a signal from the Baroness, Jarno then came
forward into action; the evening passed away; the intelligence of
the Prince's approach was confirmed; the people rode out more
than once to see his vanguard encamping in the neighbourhood;
the house was full of noise and tumult; and our actors, not always
served in the handsomest manner by unwilling servants, had to
pass their time in practisings and expectations, at their quarters
in the old mansion, without any one particularly taking thought
about them.

CHAPTER VIII.

AT length the Prince arrived, with all his generals, staff-officers
and suite accompanying him. These, and the multitude of people
coming to visit or do business with him, made the Castle like a
bee-hive on the point of swarming. All pressed forward to behold
a man no less distinguished by his rank than by his great quali-
ties ; and all admired his urbanity and condescension; all were
astonished at finding the hero and the leader of armies also the
most accomplished and attractive courtier.

By the Count's orders, the inmates of the Castle were required
to be all at their posts when the Prince arrived; not a player was
allowed to show himself, that his Highness might have no antici-
pation, of the spectacle prepared to welcome Mm.    Accordingly,
when at evening he was led into the lofty hall, glowing with light,
- and adorned with tapestries of the previous century, he seemed
ot at all prepared to expect a play, and still les^a prelude in